IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

SOUTHERN DIVISION
)
DETROIT FREE PRESS, )
et al, )
Plaintiffs, )
) -
v, )  Civil Action
) No. 02-70339
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, )
)  Honorable Nancy G. Edmunds
Defendant. )
)

DECLARATION OF DALE L. WATSON

I, Dale L. Watson, decla;e as follows:

1. I am the Executive Assistant Director for Counterterrorism and Counterintelligence of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. As part of my official duties, I am one of those responsible
for coordinating and supervising DOJ’s investigation into the September 11, 2001, attacks on the
World Trade Center and Pentagon, and its investigation of related threats, conspiracies, and
atternpted terrorist attacks throughout the nation and the world. This declaration is based upon
my personal knowledge and upon information provided to me in my official capacity.

BACKGROUND ON BREADTH OF GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATION

2. Following the events c;f September 11, 2001, the United States government launched
an extensive, broad-based and worldwide investigation into those terrorist attacks and into
threats, conspiracies, and attempts to perpetrate terrorist acts against United States citizens and
interests. Since September 11, DOJ has actively been conducting the investigation in

conjunction with other federal, state and local agencies. Thousands of FBI agents have been



engaged with their federal, state, local and international coﬁnterparts in an unprecedented
worldwide effort to prevent further attacks by apprehending those responsible for the September
11 attacks and by detecting, disrupting, and dismantling terrorist organizations.

3. This is an open and ongoing investigation; the FBI is continuing to follow leads and
conduct interviews at this time.

4. As aresult of the investigation, there is a pending prosecution in the Eastern District
of Virginia entitled United States v. Moussaoui directly related to the September 11, 2001
attacks. In addition, there is a pending terrorist prosecution ehtitled United States v. John Walker
Lindh in the'Eastem District of Virginia directly related to the terrorist groups involved in
orchestrating the Septembér 11, 2001 attacks as well as the United States’ efforts in the war on
terrorism,

5. The United States continues to investigate these terrorist groups as well as the attacks
and other planned and/or potential attacks on the United States or United émtes interests abroad.
For example, there is a pending prosecution in the District of Massachusetts entitled United
States v. Richard Reid relating to a thwarted terrorist attempt to bomb an aircraft by an individual
who is alleged to have trained in an Al Qaeda terrorist camp.

6. As part of this investigation, law enforcement has questioned thousands of
individuals. Some interviews resulted in a decision to take individuals into custody. Those
detainees fall into three general categories. First, some were arrested for alleged violations of
federal criminal law. Second, those who have violated immigration laws have been detained by

INS for immigration violations (and are hereafter referred to as the “INS detainees"). Third,






public and docket information concerning them is not publicly available. Further, immigration
courtroom personnel! and contract interpreters are precluded from discussing the case.

10. As relates to those INS detainees for whom investigative concemns remained at the
time they were taken into custody, efforts have continued to resolve those concerns, and in many
instances the concems have been resolved. It is only those INS detainees about whom concerns
remain who are included in the the “special interest” category and for whose cases the Creppy
directive is applied. There are a relatively limited number of INS detainees in the special interest
category.

OPENING SPECIAL INTEREST INS DETENTION HEARINGS WOULD PUBLICLY
REVEAL THE COURSE OF THE UNITED STATES’ INVESTIGATION

11. As discussed below, opening “special interest cases” immigration hearings to the
public could result in significant harm to the interests of the United States and could compromise
the September 11 and other ongoing terrorism- related investiga;ions.

12. Public hearings will reveal sources and methods of investigation. This will include
information which, when assimilated with other information'the United States may or may not
have in hand, allows a terrorist organization to build a picture of the investigation. Terrorist
organizations that have the sophistication necessary to engage in multiple, simultaneous attacks
are involved in gathering intelligence concerning the activities of the U.S. Government and its
law enforcement agencies. Bits and pieces of information that may appear innocuous in isolation

can be fit into a bigger picture by terrorist groups in order to thwart the Government’s efforts to

investigate and prevent terrorism. For example:




